
Published on Highland Park Public Library (http://hplibrary.org)

Home > Schulman, Helen. This Beautiful Life.

February  7  2012 

Schulman, Helen. This Beautiful Life.

When the Bergamots' fifteen-year-old son, Jake, forwards a sexually explicit video from a thirteen-
year-old schoolmate on to his best friend without thinking, he ignites a firestorm that threatens to 
consume his family and the life they have built for themselves among the socially elite in New 
York City.

Already in fragile territory, the scandal reveals the true problems in Jake's family such as his 
father's overactive ego and his mother's ridiculous attempts to cope as a stay-at-home mom with 
a PhD. When the video goes viral, Jake is suspended from school, prompting his family to hire a 
lawyer and start a battle that even Jake does not want to be a part of. Schulman's poignant 
portrait of a family in crisis is not to be missed for lovers of literary fiction.
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