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McCall Smith, Alexander. Corduroy Mansions

McCall Smith, well-known for his ?Ladies? No. 1 Detective Agency? series, brings his trademark 
warm humor and wise wit to the interlocking stories of a small group of Londoners. The stories 
here center around the inhabitants of an apartment building in the Pimlico neighborhood called 
Corduroy Mansions. William, a widowed wine merchant, schemes to oust his lazy freeloading 
twenty-something son from their shared apartment so William can get on with his life, and enlists 
Marcia, a single female friend with romantic ambitions toward William, to help him. Dee, a young 
woman who works in a vitamin shop, cannot understand why her young male coworker won?t let 
her give him the colonic irrigation she?s convinced he desperately requires. Art history student 
Caroline conceives a crush on a friend and fellow student who has recently decided he might not 
be gay after all. Poor Jenny works as a secretary for Oedipus Snark, an MP so odious that even 
his own mother can?t stand him and is working on his unauthorized biography in order to expose 
him to the world. These stories and others collide as McCall Smith?s characters each confront 
their quotidian, universal yet deeply personal, problems. (Dog lovers will particularly enjoy 
reading about the sprightly and intelligent pooch Freddie de la Hay!)
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