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Starters

Reading Level: Grades 6 - 9

Before the war life spans have been extended to up to 200 years. In order to ensure that the new 
extreme elderly could support themselves the government made it illegal for anyone under the 
age of 19 to hold a job. When the spore bombs were launched by the enemy during the war, only 
children and the elderly had been vaccinated against this man-made plague. As a result the only 
people left alive in the United States are the Starters (children under 19) and the Enders (adults 
over 65). Callie and her brother are among the unlucky children who had no living grandparents 
and are forced to live illegally on the street trying to avoid being swept up into one of the horrible 
forced labor camps for unclaimed minors. Then Callie hears about The Body Bank, where 
Enders pay huge fees to possess a Starter's body for a few hours or more via computer chips 
implanted in the Starter's brain. Callie thinks this is her way out. She only has to rent her body 
three times and then the big payoff will come. But can it really be that easy?
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