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The Summer Before Boys

Reading Level: Grades 4-7

Julia and Eliza are best friends. They are also family. Even though they are the same age, Julia 
is Eliza's aunt. Of course, Eliza doesn't call her best friend "Aunt Julia" but still...they are more 
tied together in ways most friends are. That was never a problem...until the summer they turned 
twelve

Eliza still likes to pretend, just the way she and Julia have done all their lives. But Julia finds it 
harder and harder to enter that make-believe world. There are too many distractions in the real 
world. Some are terrible, like worrying about whether or not her mother will survive her tour of 
duty in Iraq. Others are much more pleasant, like a certain very cute boy named Michael.

Where do your loyalties lie when you find yourself changing, pulling away from a best friend who 
is so much more than just a friend?

Check availability of this book

More books by Nora Raleigh Baskin

For other tales of changing friendships try:

The Secret Language of Girls by Frances O'Roark Dowell

Eleven by Lauren Myracle and

Gossip Times Three by Amy Koss
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