
Published on Highland Park Public Library (http://hplibrary.org)

Home > Okay For Now

August  4  2011 

Okay For Now

Reading Level: Grades 6+

Doug Swieteck and his lousy older brother just moved to a brand-new town that will be probably 
just as lousy as the old one - and with less baseball. And, just like in his old town, everyone who's 
anyone (teachers, the police, his dad, Lil Spicer down the street) thinks that Doug's just a skinny 
good-for-nothing kid who won't ever amount to anything except for trouble.

Despite Lil and Doug's initial dislike of each other, they begin to bond nonetheless. In his 
friendship with Lil, Doug manages to deal with his lousy situation, including his abusive father 
and older brother just back from Vietnam. Doug also finds solace in the public library's Audubon 
bird plates, first tracing the shapes and feathers with his fingers and then learning to draw them, 
with the help of a kind librarian.

Part laugh-out-loud, part tear-jerker, all American coming of age story, Okay For Now is not one 
to miss.
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