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Only child Alice and her parents go to the same beach every winter, where they celebrate her birthday and visit with the
various vacationers, young and old, who have become their friends. Thisyear is Alice's tenth birthday, but there are some
disappointing changes:. Some friends can't make it, others have aged, and some newcomers (interlopers?) are unexpectedly
included, such as a motherless, annoying six year old. Aliceis a sensitive, observant girl,and the various disappointments
that arise from these changes are difficult for her, partly because they reveal to Alice unflattering things about herself.
Throughout the less than ideal vacation, she relies on the knowledge that she is "a one together" with people who love her.
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