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Drawing From Memory

Author:
Allen Say

Reading Level: Grade 5-7

Caldecott Medal winner Allen Say 's memoir of his improbable childhood is told in an equally
unigue manner. The book is part graphic novel with sketches, classic Japanese comics and
original photographs.

Allen knew from an early age that he wanted to become a cartoonist, but his father didn't think
this was a profession for a proper Japaese boy. The war changed things for Allen and he was
able to work at his art. At the age of twelve, he approached Noro Shinpei, the most famous
cartoonist in Japan. Shinpei became his sensei, which means "teacher” or "master.” It was a
relationship that would change Allen’'s life.
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